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Poté, co jsem precetl knihu
Mika Tidwella s ndzvem

The Lost Trees of Willow
Avenue (Ztracené stromy

z Willow Avenue), prestal
jsem o stromech uvazovat
jako o krasnych objektech, jez
jsou soucasti krajiny, a zacal
je vanimat jako zivotné dulezi-
té sousedy. Mike, zakladatel
Chesapeake Climate Action
Network a také ¢len Presby-
terni cirkve v Takoma Parku,
nds udi, Ze stromy mezi sebou
komunikuji, vychovavaji mla-
dé sazenice, prozivaji bolest a jsou zdrojem bohatého Zivota pro
stovky Bozich tvord, jak tak krasné€ popsal Shel Silverstein ve své
slavné détské knizce The Giving Tree (Strom darce). Ukazuje se,
ze jeden dub muze Zivit az sto riznych forem Zivota — jak by vam
potvrdila kazda veverka.

Kdyz se mnou tedy Betty sdilela to krdsné téma jazyka lasky,
uvédomil jsem si, Ze myslim na stromy, které maji (izasné zptisoby,
jak vyjadfovat ldsku beze slov (alespoii beze slov, kterd jsou sly-
Set). Moje skica se proto snazi zachytit nékteré z téchto zptisobi:
poskytovani dkrytu ptakiim, ploda Kk jidlu, dfeva na otop, a nako-
nec obétovani{ celého svého Zivota ve sluzbé veskerému stvorent.
Doufdm, Ze tato témata znéji povédomé — jako evangelijni témata,
kterd maji kofeny v darcovském stromu Kristova kiize. Nebo, jak
snad rekl svaty FrantiSek, ,kaZte evangelium vzdy; a pokud je to
nutné, pouZijte slova.*

- Mark Harper, ilustrator titulni strany knihy poboznost{




A recent book by Mike Tidwe-
11, entitled The Lost Trees of
Willow Avenue, has led me to
think of trees as much more
than pretty objects or parts

of the landscape but as vital
neighbors. Mike, founder of
Chesapeake Climate Action
Network and Takoma Park
Presbyterian member, tea-
ches us that trees communi-
cate with one another, parent
young seedlings, experience
pain, and, as Shel Silverstein
depicted so beautifully in his
own famous children’s story The Giving Tree, are a source of abun-
dant life for hundreds of God's creatures. One oak tree, it turns
out, can sustain up to 100 different forms of life - as any squirrel
might tell you.

So, when Betty shared your wonderful theme of the language of
love, I found myself thinking of trees, which have remarkable ways
of speaking love without words (at least words we can hear). My
sketch thus tries to depict some of these ways: by providing shelter
for the birds, fruit to eat, wood for warmth, and ultimately by giving
its whole life in service to all of creation. I hope those sound like
familiar gospel themes, all rooted in the giving tree of the cross of
Christ. Or, as St. Francis may have said, ,Preach the gospel at all
times; if necessary, use words.”

- Mark Harper, artist for the front cover of this book of devotionals




ADVENTNIi PREDMLUVA 2025

»JAK MLUVIT JAZYKEM LASKY?

Prtivodce adventnimi poboZnostmi piipravili ¢lenové partnerstvi
mezi Ceskobratrskou cirkvi evangelickou a Presbyterni cirkvi v
USA. Tyto kazdodenni pobozZnosti nase spolecenstvi propojuji —
sdilime v nich téma ,Jak mluvit pravdu v lasce?” ... aneb nasloucha-
me moudrosti a raddm plnym milosti a pravdy. Umime to? Vime,
jak na to? Dokazeme najit silu ve dnech temnoty a naro¢nych vy-
zev? Kdy je ¢as mluvit pravdu v ldsce a jakym zptsobem? Zkusme
v nejbliz§ich dnech najit v naSem partnerstvi silu pozvat ke stolu
vSechny lidi, vitat cizince, starat se o slabsi a vZzdy mluvit s nasimi
bliznimi jazykem 14sky.

Jsme vdécni, Ze toto téma miizeme v dobé nadchézejiciho adven-
tu sdilet se ¢leny cirkevnich kanceldif CCE a PCUSA, se sbory,
seminari, i s Diakonii. Je to krasna prilezitost byt si s partnery bliz,
spole¢né se zamyslet, ucit a sdilet své myslenky prostiednictvim
pisma. Letos jsme se rozhodli zahrnout jména, adresy a e-maily au-
torit poboznosti, abyste se s nimi mohli spojit, pokud byste s nimi
jejich prispévek chtéli podrobnéji probrat.

Adventni pobozZnosti jsou dary lasky. Prispéli k nim:

- Autofi poboznosti — mladez, laici, farafi, profesofi

« Mark Harper, autor kresby na piebalu

. Luciano Kovacs, autor zdvére¢ného obrazku

. David Hancock, redaktorska prace

« Kevin Miller, vydavatel

. Dora Ticha4, prekladatelka

« Valerie Frey-Stone, James Anderson a Tom Buchanan,
vybér texta.

V ramci pokracujiciho budovani vzdajemnych vztaht a rozvije-
ni partnerstvi vds zveme k ti¢asti na setkani partneri ,,Bridges

(pokracovdni)




ADVENT 2025 PREFACE

“HOW DO WE SPEAK THE LANGUAGE OF LOVE?”

The Advent Devotional Guide is prepared by members of the Evan-
gelical Church of the Czech Brethren and the Presbyterian Church
USA partnership. The daily devotionals bring our communities
together.. as we share the theme for the devotionals, “How Do We
Speak the Truth in Love?”.... Listening to the Wisdom and Advice
filled with grace and truth. Can we? How can we? Will we gain the
strength in days of darkness and challenges? When and How are
the times to speak the truth in Love? As partners, let us gather the
strength to open the table to all people, welcome the strangers,
take care of the weak, and always speak love to our neighbors in
days ahead.

As we approach Advent, we are grateful to be able to share with
members of the ECCB and PCUSA National Offices, the churches,
seminaries, and Diakonia around the theme. This is a wonderful
opportunity to bring partners closer and reflect together, to learn
and share our thoughts through the scripture. This year, we have
included the name, address and emails so that you can be in touch
with the authors in case you would like to dialogue with them
about their Devotional.

The Advent Devotionals are gifts of love to you. Following are the
contributors:

« Devotional Authors..Youth, Laity, Pastors, Professors;

« Mark Harper, for his drawing on the cover of the guide;

« Luciano Kovacs, for the image at the end;

« David Hancock, for editing;

« Kevin Miller, for publishing;

« Dora Ticha, for translating;

« Valerie Frey-Stone, James Anderson and Rev. Tom Buchanan,
for text selection.

(continued)




ADVENTNIi PREDMLUVA 2025 (pokraéovani)

between Neighbors“ (Mosty mezi sousedy), které se bude konat
ve dnech 3. az 6. kvétna 2026 v Pittsburghu v Pensylvanii v USA.
Dalsi informace najdete na webovych strankdch Czechpres.net.

Doufdame, ze radost, moudrost, dobré rady, milosrdenstvi, pravda a
pokoj, které nalézame v textech a v poboznostech, zvitézi, a Ze nam
bude ddna sila ,,mluvit pravdu v ldsce* v celych nasich Zivotech.

V radosti, pokoji, nadéji a 14sce

Betty McGinnis, Gerhard Frey—Reininghags
Vybor pro spolupraci v ramci partnerstvi CCE a PCUSA




ADVENT 2025 PREFACE (continued)

As we continue to build the ties among us and nurture and grow
the partnership, we invite you to join the “Bridges between Neigh-
bors” Partnership Gathering In Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania USA
from May 3-6, 2026. For further information, check the website
Czechpres.net.

We hope that the joy, wisdom, counsel, grace, truth, and peace
in the texts and devotions will prevail, and we will be given the
strength to “Speak the truth in love” in all of our lives.

Joy, Peace, Hope, and Love,

Betty McGinnis, Gerhard Frey-Reininghaus
ECCB PCUSA Partnership Working Together Committee




NEDELE 30. LISTOPADU (PRVNi ADVENTNI NEDELE)

Zalm 122, 6-9

Zalm 122 je jednou z poutnich pisni, kterou si lidé zpivali po cesté
na oslavu ndabozenskych svatka do Jeruzaléma. Myslenka poutnich
pisni mi vZdycky pfipomene, jak jsem si jako dité po cesté do koste-
la broukal — i kdyZ ty melodie byly spi$ z radia nez z naseho zpév-
niku, s vyjimkou adventu, kdy jsem si zpival své oblibené vanocéni
koledy. Obdob{ adventu je duchovni cestou, béhem niZ se ohliZime
zpét ke Kristovu narozeni a zaroveni hledime doptedu v oc¢ekdvani
jeho ndvratu, kdy ustavi novy, nebesky Jeruzalém. Pti rozjimani{
nad timto tryvkem se spole¢né modleme za mir v Jeruzalémé a na
vSech mistech, kde vlddne ndsili, rozdéleni a dtlak. Modleme se za
pokoj v nasich domovech, kostelech, za rodiny a prdtele. Modleme
se za pokoj, ktery muze dat pouze Btih. Af nds naSe pout v tomto
adventnim obdobf{ uéini ndstroji BoZiho pokoje zde na Zemi.

Joan Prittie | Athens, Georgia, USA




SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30 (1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT)

Psalm 122:6-9

Psalm 122 is one of the Songs of Ascent or Pilgrim Songs sung by
people making their way to Jerusalem for religious festivals. The
idea of “pilgrim songs” always reminds me of walking to church as
a child (though the tunes I usually hummed on the way were more
apt to be from the radio than our hymnal-except during Advent—
when I sang my favorite Christmas carols on the walk. The Advent
season is a spiritual pilgrimage during which we look back at the
birth of Jesus and forward to his return, when he will establish a
new and heavenly Jerusalem. As we reflect on this passage, let’s
join together to pray for the peace of Jerusalem and for every place
where violence, division, and oppression reign. Let us pray for
peace in homes, for family and friends, and in churches. Let us pray
for the peace that only God can give, and may our pilgrimage this
Advent season make us instruments of God’s peace here on Earth.

Joan Prittie | Athens, Georgia, USA




PONDELI 1. PROSINCE

Mie6, 8

»Zachovavat pravo,“ to se lehko fekne. Umime ten verS zpameéti.
Ale co je to ,,pravo“? A pro¢ ho mdme zachovévat? V pojeti proro-
ki1 se pravem myslela néjakd forma odSkodnéni. Nikoli navrdceni
toho, co je ztraceno, ale néco, co by mohlo pomoci uzdravit rozkol
mezi témi, ktef{ utrpéli ztrdtu, a témi, ktefi z toho méli prospéch,
af uz pfimo, nebo prosté tim, Ze maji vice — bohatstvi, lepsi spole-
éenské postaveni nebo prosté Stésti. ,,Zachovdvat pravo“ znamena
délat, co mtizeme, abychom pi‘eklenuli propasti mezi nami. Sama-
ritdn zachovdva pravo, stejné tak ¢ini i hostinsky. Micheds nds ma
k tomu, abychom si byli védomi propasti v naSich vztazich — a pak
nabidli, co mame, abychom je dokdzali pieklenout. Pravo zachova-
vame svymi ¢iny. Pojdme tak tedy jednat!

Barbara Renton | Ellicott City, Maryland USA




MONDAY, DECEMBER 1

Micah 6:8

“Do justice.” How easily we say it. We have this verse memorized.
But what is “justice?” And why is it something to be done? The
concept “justice” as used by the prophets, means “recompense”:
not restoration of that which has been lost, but what can help to
heal the breach between those who have suffered loss and those
who have benefitted either directly or by simply having more: rich-
es, social position, or sheer good luck. To “do justice” is to do what
we can to heal the gaps between us. The Samaritan “does justice”
and so does the innkeeper. Micah tells us to be aware of the gaps
in our relationships — and then offer what we have to close that
gap. Justice happens through action. Just do it!

Barbara Renton | Ellicott City, MD USA




UTERY 2. PROSINCE

Zalm 85,10

Zalm 85 opévuje Boz{ obnovuy, je tu vykreslena budoucnost, v niZ jsou
rany svéta zahojeny a vzdjemné odcizené skute¢nosti se dostédvaji do
souladu. Milosrdenstvi a vérnost, tak ¢asto oddélené, se zde setkdvaji.
Spravedlnost a pokoj, stojici tak ¢asto v protikladu, se zde polibi. A
nejde tu o né€jaky sentimentdlni sen, ale o vizi zaloZenou na BozZim
spasitelském dile.

Kdyz se vsak rozhlédneme kolem sebe, vidime propast mezi Zalmis-
tovou viz{ a mezi realitou, kterou Zijeme. Zrazena ldska, poruSend
vérnost, prekroucena spravedlnost, chybéjici pokoj. Vime, jak boli ne-
spravedlnost, jakou rdnu zpfisobi rozdéleni, jak dnavné je touzit. Zalm
nam vSak predklada BoZi zaslibeni: budoucnost, kde ldska a pravda i
spravedlnost a pokoj nestoji proti sobé jako nepratel€é, ale bok po boku
jako spolec¢nici.

Jak napsal aktivista a strazce moudrosti kmene Cerokiti Randy
Woodley: ,,Spolec¢nost, kterd ma na zi‘eteli Salom, se stard o ty, ktei'i
jsou nejvice vyclenéni. Pan Bith ma vyjimecény zdjem o chudé a potieb-
né, protoze zptisob, jakym s nimi zachdzime, prozrazuje, jaké je nase
srdce, bez ohledu na rétoriku, kterou pouzivime, abychom vypadali
spravedlivé.“ Zalm 85. neni jen vizi harmonie, je také vyzvou ke spra-
vedlnosti. TouZit po pokoji, aniZ bychom hledali spravedlnost, zname-
nd zcela se minout s onim polibenim.

Hledejme v tomto obdobi ndznaky toho polibku mezi spravedlnosti
a pokojem — v malych smifenich, v projevech soucitu, v komunitach,
které bojuji za spravedlnost po boku chudych a zranitelnych. Tyto
naznaky nam ptipominaji, ze Biih stdle plisobi a Ze Boz{ budoucnost
je blizko.

Boze lasky a pokoje, Ty touzi$ po celistvosti svéta i nds samotnych.
Necht dokdzeme byt soudédsti tvého smiré¢iho dila. Ué&il z nds lidi vér-
né a spravedlivé, aby se pokoj zakoi‘enil v nasich Zivotech i spolecen-
stvich. Skrze Krista, vlddce pokoje, amen.

Mihee Kim-Kort | Annapolis, Maryland USA




TUESDAY, DECEMBER 2

Psalm 85:10

Psalm 85 sings of God'’s restoration, envisioning a future where the
wounds of the world are healed and estranged realities are recon-
ciled. Love and faithfulness—so often torn apart—are brought togeth-
er. Righteousness and peace—so often opposed—embrace in intima-
cy. This is not a sentimental dream but a vision grounded in God’s
redeeming work.

Yet when we look around, we see the distance between the psalmist’s
vision and our reality: love betrayed, faithfulness broken, righteous-
ness twisted, peace absent. We know the ache of injustice, the sting of
division, the fatigue of longing. Still, the psalm holds before us God’s
promise: a future where love and truth, justice and peace are not ene-
mies but companions.

As activist and Cherokee wisdom-keeper Randy Woodley has written,
“A society concerned with shalom will care for the most marginalized
among them. God has a special concern for the poor and needy, be-
cause how we treat them reveals our hearts, regardless of the rheto-
ric we employ to make ourselves sound just.” Psalm 85 is not only a
vision of harmony but also a summons to justice. To long for peace
without seeking righteousness is to miss the kiss entirely.

In this season, may we look for glimpses of that kiss between righ-
teousness and peace—in small reconciliations, in acts of compassion,
in communities working for justice alongside the poor and the vul-
nerable. These glimpses remind us that God is still at work, and that
God’s future is drawing near.

God of love and peace, you desire wholeness for the world and for us.
Draw us into your reconciling work. Make us people of faithfulness
and justice, so that peace may take root in our lives and communities.
Through Christ, the Prince of Peace, Amen.

Mihee Kim-Kort | Annapolis, Maryland USA




STREDA 3. PROSINCE

Ex 34,6

6. vers$ ze 34. kapitoly Exodu patfi k tém nékolika mdlo textim,
které jsou Casto citovany mimo kontext. Pfipomind ndm vSem Bozi
milosrdenstvi, shovivavost, vérnost, a — snad piedevSim — trpéli-
vost. Neni divu, Ze se tak ¢asto pouziva pii bohosluzbdch — zejmé-
na jako ujisténi o odpusténi po vyzndni hiicha: ,Bah plny slitovani
a milostivy, shovivavy, nejvy$ milosrdny a vérny,“ to je takova spds-
nd mantra pro vSechny, ktefi védi, Ze tyto véci potiebuji.

Stoji ale za to pfipominat si zde také kontext. Mojzi$ vedl svij lid
ke svobodé, dosli az k hote Sinaj. Blih jim skrze MojziSe dal zdkon
v podobé& dvou desek — zdkon, ktery lid porusil ve prospéch modlai-
stvi. Mojzis proto desky se zdakonem rozbil. Slo jist& o symbolické
gesto, jak uz to ve Starém zdkoné byva. Bih posléze pozadal Mojzi-
Se, aby vytvoril desky nové, stejn€ jako ty ptivodni. V této kamenné
podobé je zde odhaleno vic nez jen zdklad smlouvy mezi Pdnem
Bohem a Jeho lidem. Ty desky ukazuji na trvalost této smlouvy a na

BozZi vérnost v jejim obnovovani.

V tomto adventnim ¢ase stoji za to si pfipominat BoZzi vérnost

v jeho dile obnovy. Vtéleny Biih ndm vyjadiuje svoji vérnost skrze
obnovujici dilo Pdna JeziSe Krista, ktery se narodil pfed dvéma
tisici lety, ale Jeho piichod stdle o¢ekdavdame. Jeho milosrdenstvi,
trpélivost a ldska nds obnovuji. Tak jako m4 Bih trpélivost s ndmi,

mozna bychom i my méli byt trpélivi v o¢ekdvani Jeho navratu.

Mark Douglas | Decatur, Georgia USA




WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3

Exodus 34:6

Exodus 34:6 is among that rare breed of texts that is usually cited
apart from its context. It reminds us all of God’s mercy, grace,
faithfulness and, perhaps above all, patience. No wonder it shows
up so frequently in worship services—especially as part of an
assurance of pardon after a prayer of confession: “God is merciful
and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and
faithfulness” is mantra-as-manna for those of us who recognize our
need for these things.

It is, though, worth remembering its context. Moses has led the
people to freedom and Sinai. And God, through Moses, has given
them the law in the form of two tablets—which law they promptly
broke in favor of idols. So Moses breaks the tablets of the law;
surely, as symbolic a gesture as we find in the Old Testament. In re-
sponse, God asks Moses to make two new tablets that are like the
old broken ones. These new tablets do more than reveal, in their
stony form, the basis for the covenant between God and God'’s peo-
ple. They reveal the durability of that covenant and God'’s fidelity to
do renewing work.

During Advent, it is worth remembering that divine fidelity to us
means divine renewing work. God incarnate expresses divine
fidelity to us in the renewing work of Jesus Christ, born some two
thousand years ago and yet anticipated in our future as we are
renewed through divine mercy, grace, patience, and love. As God is
patient with us, perhaps we ought to be patient with God’s timing
for that return.

Mark Douglas | Decatur, Georgia USA




CTVRTEK 4. PROSINCE

Dté6,5

MozZnad se vam to stdva také, ze pii ¢teni dnesSniho textu ,,Budes
milovat Hospodina, svého Boha, celym svym srdcem ...“ vdm be-
zdé¢né paralelné naskodi ,Trojptikdzani lasky". Mate to tak? Jo, ze
vam Trojpiikdzani 14sky nic nefikd. Tak to se omlouvdm. To musim
vysvétlit. Napovéda — mnozi znaji toto biblické misto napt. z Mt 22,
37-40 jako Dvojptikdzani lasky a to proto, ze JeZi$ dvakrat pouZil
slov ,Milyj ...“. Neni tomu tak ddvno, co jsem pro sebe objevil

v tomto textu ,,.... jako sebe samého” skryty ti'eti piikaz k ldsce —
mit rdd vedle Hospodina a blizniho také sebe. Dovolim si tvrdit, Ze
dnes by od JeZiSe mozn4d jesté zaznélo ,,... jako mas zdravé rdd sam
sebe”. Vzdyt nevyslovené je to tam jasné fe¢eno. Dnesni doba, se
zvétSujicim se vyskytem odcizeni, sebeposkozovani, depresi aj. od-
haluje, jak opomenut{ zdravého sebepfijeti je aktudlnim tématem.
Nejedn4 se o sebeldsku, sebestiednost, narcismus ¢i egoismus, ale
zdravé sebepfijeti vychazejici z vdéénosti Hospodinu za sviij Zivot,
byt nemusi byt zrovna jednoduchy. Budeme-li mit pfed o¢ima, ale
také v srdci, tistech a rukou Hospodina jak svého Boha, hned po-
tom je zddouci vyjit v 1dsce k bliznimu, ale z pozice ¢lovéka, ktery
ma4 zdraveé rad také sebe. V praxi ndm to pékné€ ukazuji skauti, ktei'i
vychdzeji ze tii zdkladnich princip skautingu: povinnost k nejvy$si
Pravdé a Lasce (Hospodinu), povinnost k ostatnim a povinnost

k sobé. Ono ldska je nékdy drina — povinnost. Méjte se pékné a
méjte se radi.

Dan Zrsky | Vsetin, CR




THURSDAY, DECEMBER 4

Deuteronomy 6:5

When reading today’s text, “You shall love the Lord your God with
all your heart,” the “Three Commandments of Love” may also
come to mind. Is that the case? Oh, the Three Commandments
of Love don't ring a bell? I apologise — let me explain. Hint: many
know this Biblical passage from Matthew 22:37-40 as the Double
Commandment of Love, because Jesus used the word “Love ...
twice. It's not long ago that I discovered a third commandment of
love in this text (“...as yourself”): apart from loving God and your
neighbour, you also need to love yourself. I dare say that today,
Jesus would also say something like “... as you love yourself in a
healthy way”. After all, the text clearly states so. In today’s world,
Today’s world, with its increasing incidence of alienation, self-
harm, depression, etc., reveals how neglecting healthy self-accep-
tance is a topical issue. This is not about self-love, self-centered-
ness, narcissism, or egoism. It’s about healthy self-acceptance
based on gratitude to the Lord for one€’s life, as complicated as it
may sometimes be. If we keep the Lord before our eyes, but also in
our hearts, mouths, and hands, as our God, then it is desirable to
go out in love for our neighbour, but from the position of a person
who also loves themselves in a healthy way. In practice, this is
beautifully demonstrated by the Scouts, who are guided by the
three basic principles of Scouting: duty to the highest Truth and
Love (the Lord), duty to others, and duty to oneself. Love is some-
times hard work — it is a duty. Take care and love one another.

Dan Zérskﬁ/ Vsetin, Czech Republic




PATEK 5. PROSINCE

1J3,11

Prvni list Jan@v patii k mym oblibenym biblickym knihdm. Kdyz
jsme s manzelkou Adelheid hledali biblicky text, ktery nds mél pro-
vdazet cely Zivot, vybrali jsme si text z Prvniho listu Janova, protoze
pisatel listu Jan v celém dopise znovu a znovu zddraziiuje, co je
bot to je zvést, kterou jste slySeli od pocatku: abychom se navzdjem
milovali.“ Jan upozoriiuje na problém, ktery my také davérné
zname. R4adi mluvime o ldsce a jak je dtlezitd v naSem Zivoté. A

v tomto svété. Ale v praxi to vypad4d ¢asto jinak. Myslime jen na sebe
a zapomindme na vzdjemnou ldsku, kterd md byt smyslem naseho
zivota. Nebo jsme prosté pfili§ aktivni a zaméstnani, takze nds ani
nenapadne, Ze bychom méli néco délat jinak. Jak ¢asto se mluvi

o ldsce a jak Casto se o ni zpivd pravé v adventni dobé! A piitom

se stresujeme tim, Ze musime jesté koupit hodné darkt — zvl4st
ted kolem druhého adventu, kdy citime, jak se pomalu a jisté bliz{
Vanoce. Mozna by bylo lepsi, kdybychom mysleli na ¢lovéka, ktery
je pravé v adventni dobé obzvldst sam a velice by se potésil, kdyby-
chom ho navstivili. A nejen mysleli, ale skuteé¢né ho ¢&i ji navstivili.
Nebo napsali n€komu dopis a dali mu védét, Ze je pro nds dilezity.
Vime vlastné uz hodné dlouho, Ze se mdame navzdjem milovat, ale
v praxi se to musime stdle znovu ucit a znovu si to pfipominat —
pravé v adventni dobé. Pteji ndm tu klidnou chvili pravé ted pied
druhym adventem.

Gerhard Frey-Reininghaus | Praha, CR




FRIDAY, DECEMBER 5

1John 3:11

The First Epistle of John is one of my favourite books of the Bible.
When my wife Adelheid and [ were looking for a Biblical text to
accompany us throughout our lives, we chose a text from 1 John,
because the author repeatedly places emphasis on what matters
the most in our lives. Verse 11 says it in one sentence: “This is the
message you heard from the beginning: We should love one anoth-
er.” John draws attention to a problem that we are all familiar with.
We like to talk about love and how important it is in our lives, and
in this world. In real life, however, things are often different. We
only focus on ourselves and forget about loving one another, which
should be the meaning of our lives. Or we are simply too busy and
preoccupied, so it doesn’t even occur to us that we need to change
something. How often is love talked about and sung about — espe-
cially during Advent! And yet, we are stressed out about all the gifts
we still need to buy, especially now, around the Second Sunday of
Advent, when we feel Christmas is slowly but surely approaching,.
Perhaps it would be better if we thought of someone who is partic-
ularly lonely during Advent and would be very happy if we dropped
in to see them. Or if we wrote a letter to someone and let them
know they are important to us. We've known for a long time that
we are supposed to love one another, but in practice, we need to
learn it over and over again and keep reminding ourselves — espe-
cially during Advent. May this time, just before the Second Sunday
of Advent, be a peaceful moment for us all.

Gerhard Frey-Reininghaus | Prague, Czech Republic




SOBOTA 6. PROSINCE

Lk 10, 25-37

Otdzka, respektive vyzva, kterou JeZi$ v tomto podobenstvi klade,
je jednoducha: nevybirejte si, kdo je vasim bliznim, ale budte sami
bliznimi. Jinak fe¢eno — nemate si sami rozhodovat o tom, kdo je
hoden byt nasim bliznim. JeZ{$ nds zde povzbuzuje, 1épe feceno po-
voldvd, k tomu, abychom s ostatnimi jednali jako se svymi bliZznimi.

Kazdy ¢tvrtek odpoledne se na Broadwayi a za rohem u vchodu do
naseho kostela na 73. ulici tvofi dlouhd fronta lidi. Jiz desitky let
poddvame jidlo nasim sousedtim, kteii trpi nedostatkem potravin.
A jejich pocet roste. Na zacatku prichazelo 60 az 70 lidi, pak 80,
stovka; v posledni dobé& chodi 150-160 lidi.

Tuto sluzbu poskytuji nasi jahni, ale nebyla by mozn4 bez velkého
mnozstvi dobrovolnikd, ktef{ k nasi cirkvi nepatfi. Jsou to zkratka
lidé, kteti chtéji pomoct — blizni pomdhajici bliZznim — a naSe cirkev
je zde jen zprostfedkovatelem.

Mezi témito dobrovolniky byl i Joel, mladik ze skautského oddilu
spojeného s nasi cirkvi. V pritbéhu minulého roku ptisel s projek-
tem naslouchdni. Pomdhal s poddvdnim jidel a zdroven zval hosty,
jednoho po druhém, kohokoli, kdo mél zdjem, aby ptisel do tichého
koutku v nasem kostele. Joel prosté jen naslouchal, jako pfitel,
vSem piibéhtim ze Zivota, o které se hosté chtéli podélit. Nabizel
jen svoji pfitomnost a dcastné naslouchdni, bez jakychkoli zdvazki.

Pti nasSem presbyternim dtrazu na logistiku a efektivitu — posky-
tovani jidla rostoucimu mnozstvi lidi — byl pro nds tento projekt
mirnym budickem. Pfipomnél ndm, pro¢ tuto préci vlastné déldame,
evangelijni zdklad naseho kondni. Jisté, rozdavat jidlo potfebnym
je dilezité. Ale je také nutné byt plné pfitomen, umét naslouchat,
zkratka byt dobrym bliZnim.

Andrew Stehlik | New York, New York, USA




SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6

Luke 10:25-37

Jesus’ question—actually, his charge—in this parable is simple:
don't pick neighbours—be a neighbour. Or, in a few more words:
you are not to decide who is worthy to be your neighbour; you are
encouraged—yes, you are called—to act neighbourly.

Every Thursday afternoon, a long line of people forms on Broad-
way and around the corner to the entrance of our church on 73rd
Street. For decades, we have been serving meals to our food-inse-
cure neighbours. And the numbers are growing. We started with
sixty or seventy, then eighty, one hundred; recently it has been one
hundred and fifty—sometimes up to one hundred and sixty.

Our deacons lead this ministry, but it would not happen without
the many volunteers who are not church members. These are peo-
ple who want to help—neighbours helping neighbours—with our
church serving as a catalyst.

Among those volunteers was Joel, a youth from a scout troop asso-
ciated with our church. Over the past year, he designed a listening
project. He helped serve meals, but also invited one guest at a
time—whoever wished to participate—into a quiet corner of our
sanctuary. And Joel simply listened, as a friend, to whatever they
wanted to share about their lives. Just being there and listening—
without judgement or strings attached.

With our Presbyterian focus on logistics and efficiency—serving
and feeding ever-growing numbers—this was a gentle wake-up call,
reminding us of our Gospel roots and why we do this work. Pro-
viding food? Yes. But also being fully present—you and I—listening,
showing up, and being attentive neighbours.

Andrew Stehlik | New York, NY US




NEDELE 7. PROSINCE (DRUHA ADVENTNI NEDELE)

1z 11, 6-9

Starozakonni proroci o kralovstvi Bozim mluvi téméf bez vyjimky
v budoucim ¢ase. U IzajdSe ¢teme, Ze ,vzejde proutek z pafezu
Jisajova“ (Iz 11,1) a Ze ,,bazni Hospodinovou bude prodchnut.” (Iz
11,3). Kdyz se tedy dostaneme k [zajaSovu krasnému, poetickému
popisu toho, co svét ¢ekd v Bozi budoucnosti, uvitd nds obraz vlka,
ktery bude Zit s berdankem. A také sugestivni pohled do budoucnos-
ti, v niZ ,maly hoch je bude vodit.“ (Iz 11,6).

Nase nadéje je vzdy ukotvena v tom, co je a co bude. Rani ki‘estané
vnimali v JeZiSové Zivoté ozvény IzajdSova proroctvi. Pan Jezi$ bude
prohldsen za vladce pokoje — to je nadéjeplné slovo uprostied svéta
zmitaného vdlkami a zvéstmi o vdlce. Nasim ¢eskym bratriim a
sestram stac¢i podivat se o kus ddl na vychod, a vidi smrt a zkdzu,
které postihly Ukrajinu. Velmi ostie si je$té vybavuji mladou matku

z Ukrajiny, kterd se o svij piibéh podélila na konferenci Partnerstvi
v Olomouci v roce 2023. Denné ted také slySime naiek matek z Gazy.

I piesto v tomto adventnim Case nepiestavame véfit, ze posledni
slovo bude mit vlddce pokoje. Chovdme nadéji, Ze jednoho dne
bude vlk pobyvat s berdnkem a maly hoch je bude vodit. Kéz

se tak stane.

David Evans | Austin, Texas USA




SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7 (2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT)

Isaiah 11:6-9

For the Old Testament prophets the kingdom of God is almost
always in the future tense. Isaiah writes that: “...a shoot shall come
out from the root of Jesse” (Isaiah 11:1). And “his delight shall be
in the fear of the Lord.” (Isaiah 11:3). So when we arrive at Isaiah’s
beautiful and poetic portrait of what awaits the world in God’s fu-
ture—we are greeted by the image of a wolf that shall live with the
lamb. And the evocative glimpse into the future in which “a little
child shall lead them.” (Isaiah 11:6).

Our hope is always a hope that is rooted in what is and what shall
be. The earliest Christians heard echoes of Isaiah’s prophecy in
the life of Jesus. Jesus will be proclaimed the Prince of Peace. That
is a hope-filled word in a world torn apart by “wars and rumors of
war.” Our Czech brothers and sisters in Christ do not have to look
very far to the east to see the death and destruction inflicted on
Ukraine. I distinctly remember the young mother from the Ukraine
sharing her story in Olomouc at the Partnership Conference in
2023. And now the cries of the mothers in Gaza are being heard
daily.

And yet in these days of Advent we continue to believe that the
Prince of Peace will have the last word. Indeed, we harbor the
hope that one day the wolf will lie down with the lamb, and a little
child will lead them. May it be so.

David Evans | Austin, Texas USA




PONDELI 8. PROSINCE

J 13, 34-35

Pén Jezi§ mluvi o novém prikdzdni, které dava u¢ednikim. Ale

je to vlastné prikdzani, které vzal ze Starého zdkona: milovat se
navzdjem. V ostatnich evangeliich je namisto toho fe¢ o dvojpiika-
zani lasky, které je koldzi Dt 6,5 (milovat Boha) a Lv 19,18 (milo-
vat blizniho). Co je na tom jeho ptikdzdni ,,milovat se navzdjem*
nového? MozZznd to neni nové piikdzani, ale prikdzani, které€ je
neustdle potieba obnovovat. Nejde ho mit jednou provzdy splnéné.
To ptikdzani je stdle Cerstvé. Jezi§ ho u¢ednikiim povédél poté, kdy
jim jako néjaky jejich sluha umyl nohy. U Jana ten piibéh nahrazuje
vypravéni o posledni veceti Pané, jak o ni pisi Marek, Matous a
Lukas. Je to novéd verze vecefe Pané. Jakd bude moje dnes$ni verze
prikdzani ,milujte se navzdjem*“?

Petr Sldma | Stard Boleslav, CR




MONDAY, DECEMBER 8

John 13:34-35

Jesus speaks of a new commandment that he gives to his disciples.
It is, in fact, a commandment that he took from the Old Testament:
to love one another. The other Gospels mention the two great
commandments of love, which are a collage of Deuteronomy 6:5 (to
love God) and Leviticus 19:18 (to love one’s neighbour). So, what
makes this commandment, to ‘love one another’, a new command-
ment? Perhaps it is not a new one, it is simply one that needs to

be renewed constantly. It cannot be fulfilled once and for all. This
commandment is always fresh. Jesus gave it to the disciples after
he had washed their feet like a servant. In the Gospel of John, this
story replaces the account of the Last Supper that Mark, Luke and
Matthew speak of. It is a new version of the Lord’s Supper. What
will be my version of the commandment to ‘love one another’ today?

Petr Slama | Stard Boleslav, Czech Republic




UTERY 9. PROSINCE

Sk 2, 43-47

Léska k ndm piichdzi mnoha riiznymi zptisoby. V objeti na pfivi-
tanou, v milém tismévu, v laskavém slovu. Existuje mnoho podob
lasky. ,Jazykem* 14sky, kterym mluvila komunita véficich v JezZiSe,
byla vzdjemnd péce. VSichni, ktefi se stali ¢leny této nové komunity,
lasku zakousSeli skrze hmatatelné kazdodenni ¢iny — vzdjemnou
spolecénost, sdileni jidla i finan¢nich zdroj. Nikdo neprozival nouzi.

Nas text kondéi konstatovanim, Ze se spolecenstvi rozristalo. Kazdy
den byli lidé povoldvani ke spdse. Spdsa, stejn€ jako ldska, muze
byt vyjadiovdna a chdpdna rtznymi zptsoby. Bozi spaseni — Salom
neboli ,,plnost Zivota“ pro vSechny lidi — se rozriistalo. Z textu ma-
Zeme usuzovat, ze tuto spasu prozivali nejen s nadéji na Zivot po
smrti, ale i s plnym Zaludkem a s pokojem, ktery vychdzel z hmata-
telné komunitn{ lasky prozivané v pifitomném okamziku.

Spaésa, kterou Btih nabizi vSem lidem, a ldska, kterou spolecenstvi
véricich sdilelo v pocatcich pied vznikem cirkve, jdou ruku v ruce.
Spaésa a ldska jsou mnohem vic nez jen slova. Ti, kteif ke komunité
patfili, rostli v porozuméni i ve vite skrze u€eni a kdzdni apostold.
Soucasné se spolecenstvi ucdilo prostiednictvim jazyka ldsky

v akci — kazdy, kdo uvéril, Ze Jezi§ Kristus je Mesids, byl pfijat s pédi,
v duchu vzdjemnosti a rovnosti. Nikdo nebyl povazovan za dalezi-
t€jSiho nez ostatni, kazdy mél pristup ke sdilenym zdrojam. Kazdy
meél dostatek.

Kéz i my dokdzeme objevovat a prijimat Bozi dary ldsky a spdsy v
sobé samych. Kéz i my dokdZeme Zit jazyk ldsky tim, Ze budeme
slouzit jako ndstroje BoZiho pokoje (Salom) svym bliznim, tém bliz-
kym i tém vzddlenym. Amen.

Ellen Sherby | Louisville, Kentucky USA




TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9

Acts 2:43-47

Love comes to us in many ways: through a welcome hug, a warm
smile or a kind word. There are many forms of love; the “language”
of love that the community of Jesus-believers spoke was through
their palpable care for one another. All members who came to be
part of this new community experienced love through the tangible,
daily acts of sharing companionship, food and financial resources.
No one was in need.

The passage ends by saying that the community was growing in
number. Day by day, people were being saved. Salvation, like love,
may be expressed and understood in different ways. God’s sal-
vation — shalom or “fullness of life” for all people — was growing
among the believers. From this text we can surmise that they expe-
rienced this salvation not only with a hope for fullness of life after
death, but with a full belly and a peace-fullness born of palpable,
communal love in the here and now.

The salvation that God offers to all people, and the love that the
community of believers shared in the early days before a church
was born, go hand in hand. Salvation and love are so much more
than a spoken word! Those who were part of the community were
growing in understanding and faith through the apostles’ teaching
and preaching. At the same time, the community was learning
through the language of love-in-action: everyone who came to
believe that Jesus Christ was the Messiah were welcomed with
care, in a spirit of mutuality and equity. No one was seen as more
important than another; everyone had access to shared resources.
Everyone had enough.

May we, too, discover and receive God’s gifts of love and salvation in
ourselves. May we, too, live the language of love by serving as instru-
ments of God’s shalom for all our neighbors, near and far. Amen.

Ellen Sherby | Louisville, Kentucky USA




STREDA 10. PROSINCE

1J3,16-18

Kdyz se vypravuji na dlouhou cestu, chci pied viezdem na ddlnici
znat zdkladni smér. Napied Praha, pak Drazdany a po nich Ber-
lin. Teprve potom budu hledat odbocku do vesnice, kde bydli moji
némecti piatelé. Potiebuji velké orientaéni body a vedle nich také
orienta¢ni body malé, abych dorazil do svého cile. Jedno se bez
druhého neobejde, spole¢né sklddaji mou trasu.

Apostol Jan byl zfejmé zkuSeny cestovatel, proto nasi cestu viry
vytyCuje jak velkymi, tak malymi orienta¢nimi body. Kristus pfiSel
kvili ndm, oznamuji slova o veliké BoZi ldsce. Ta jsou dalezit4.
Udavaji zdkladni smér: Poznali jsme, co je liska, Ze on za nds po-
lozil Zivot. (16) OvSem poti‘ebuji zndt i mensi smérovky. Ke svym
prateliim bych nikdy nedojel, pokud bych se drzel pouze hlavniho
sméru z Prahy na Berlin. Potfebuji najit svou cestu, osobni odbo¢-
ku. Stejné tak ve vite a ldsce. Vedle velkych slov o Kristové smrti

a vzkiiSeni jsou dalezité moje malé skutky. I ony mne vedou k cili —
k mym bliznim. M4-Ii nékdo dostatek a vidi, Ze jeho bratr m4
nouzi, a bez soucitu se od ného odvrati — jak v ném mize zastd-
vat Bozi laska? (17)

Sklddejme svou zivotni trasu z velkych slov o ohromné BoZi{ ldsce a
ze svych drobnych skutki 14sky.

Jiri Tengler | Policka, CR




WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 10

| John 3:16-18

When I'm preparing to set out on a long journey, I always want to
know the basic directions before getting onto the highway. First,
it's Prague, then Dresden, then Berlin. Only then do I look for the
road to the village where my German friends live. I need large
landmarks as well as the small ones to make sure I reach my des-
tination. One does not work without the other; together, they build
up the route.

Apostle John must have been an experienced traveller: he marks
out our journey of faith both with large, and with small landmarks.
Christ came for us, as proclaimed by the words of God’s great love.
They are crucial, because they set out the basic direction: This is
how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us.
(v. 16) However, I also need the smaller signposts. I would never
reach my friends’ home if I only followed the main route from
Prague to Berlin. I need to find my way, my personal little signpost.
The same is true for faith and love. Apart from the big words about
Christ’s death and resurrection, my small actions are also import-
ant. They, too, take me towards my goal — towards my neighbours.
If anyone has material possessions and sees a brother or sister
in need but has no pity on them, how can the Iove of God be in
that person? (v. 17)

Let us build our life’s journey on the big words of God’s immense
love, as well as on our small acts of love.

Jiri Tengler | Policka, Czech Republic




CTVRTEK 11. PROSINCE

Z2d13,1-3

Jak je to prosté a jednoznacéné. Ano, tak to ma byt. Souhlasime, ale jen
dokud si nevybavime konkrétni lidi nebo situace. Ptitel, ale ted s jinym
politickym ndzorem. A co tfeba Spinavy bezdomovec u dveti? A trpici? Uz
se na ty hriizy ve zpravdch nemtiZeme ani divat.

Prvni ver$ nés vede k lasce k tém nejbliz§im. Ani to nenf tak samoziejmé.
Kolik vleklych svart v rodiné nebo ve sboru zndme. Umime pecovat o
bratrskou ldsku? Umime odpoustét?

Druhy vers nds posouva k otevi‘enosti k piichozim. To chce velkou odvahu
-jak u dvefi doma, tak ve sboru, kam obcas zavitd nékdo, kdo neni nasi
Lkrevni skupiny®. A je$té nds autor ver$t drazdi pifipominkou — co kdyz
jsou to andélé? Co kdyz pravé ti nové piichozi jsou nadé&ji pro nas sbor,
nasi cirkev? Moznd budou véci délat dplné jinak, nez jsme zvykli. Snesu
to? Jakd mira pohostinnosti, tedy pfijeti, se po nds chce? Kde je hranice
toho, co jesté drzet a neustoupit a co nového piijmout?

A tfeti ver$ nds vede k tém, které nejspi$ ani nezndme. Zd4 se, Ze

je to psano do jiné situace, nez je ta naSe. Ale text je aZ nepifjemné
realisticky. Jsou to lidé z masa a kosti jako my a prozivaji stejné utrpeni
jako my, kdybychom byli v jejich situaci. Jak mdm na né pamatovat? Jisté
v piimluvné modlitbé&, ale co ddl? Poslat penize? D4t svij ¢as? Nic neni
tak jednoduché, jak se zddlo na zacatku.

Advent ndm znovu pfipomind, Ze Bozi laska vstupuje do nasi reality. A
Jezis svym zivotem ndm dal piiklad v konkrétnich situacich.

Otce, prosime o silu k vytrval€é ldsce, o otevirenost pro nové véci a odvahu
spoléhat se na Tebe. Prosime, pouZij si nds k i¢inné ldsce, k ldsce

jednajici.

Eva Grollovd | Praha, CR




THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11

Hebrews 13:1-3

How simple and straightforward. Yes, that is what we should be doing.
We agree, but only up to the point where we think of specific people and
situations. A friend who has a different political opinion now. A dirty
homeless person at our door. The suffering. We can’t bear to watch the
horrors on the news anymore.

The first verse teaches us to love those that are closest to us. But even
that can be challenging. Just think of all the long-standing conflicts in fam-
ilies and in various congregations. Do we know how to nurture brotherly
and sisterly love? Are we capable of forgiving?

The second verse encourages us to be open to newcomers. That requires
great courage — both at our front door and in the congregation, where
sometimes people who are not quite like us come to visit. In addition, the
author of the verses provokes us with a reminder: what if these people
are angels? What if it is precisely these newcomers who are the hope for
our congregation, our church? Maybe their way of doing things will be
completely different from what we are used to. Can I handle that? What
degree of hospitality, or acceptance, is expected of us? Where do we draw
the line between what we need to hold on to without making concessions,
and what novelties we need to accept?

The third verse leads us to those we probably haven't even met yet. It
seems as if it was written for a situation that is different from ours. How-
ever, the text is almost unpleasantly realistic. They are flesh and blood
people like us, and they experience the same suffering as we would if
we were in their situation. How should I keep these people in mind? In
prayer, of course, but what else? Should I send money? Donate my time?
Nothing is as simple as it seemed at first.

Advent reminds us once again that God’s love enters our everyday reality.
Through his life, Jesus gave us examples in specific situations.

Lord, we pray for the strength to love perseveringly, we pray for openness

to new things and for the courage to rely on you. We pray that you would
make us your tools for effective love, for love in action.

Eva Grollovd | Prague, Czech Republic




PATEK 12. PROSINCE

R12,9-10

Stojim a ¢ekdm na ranni autobus, a spolu se mnou spousta dal$ich lidi.
Kdyz autobus prijede, nastane mela. VSichni se tla¢i do jednéch dvefi.
Vypada to, jako kdyz v§ichni bojuji o Zivot. KdyZ jsme byli s rodinou

ve Skotsku, vSichni se fadili do fronty — disciplinovani a slu$ni. Ame-
ri¢ané problém vytesili — kazdy ma své vlastni auto. I kdyz vlastné ne
docela. Pamatuji si, Ze jednou, kdyZ jsem mél ve Statech vypijéeny
viiz, projizdél jsem velkym méstem a jako turista jsem jel pomalu. Auto
za mnou zacalo troubit a pak mé piedjelo. Koutkem oka jsem zahlédl,
jak krasn4 ridicka v krdsném auté ukazuje skrze okénko svou rukou ne
zrovna krasny symbol. MiiZe se stdt, Ze v modernim svété, kdy mame
vSe, bude zlo natolik atraktivni, Ze k jeho zptisobtim ¢lovék piilne?!

V cirkvi jsme vSichni slusni. Do dveii se netla¢ime...davame si pied-
nost. Lavice v kostele obsazujeme spoifddané od zadnich mist. Vzdyt
posledni budou prvni. A vSichni vime, co ldska je — milovati budes bliz-
niho svého jako sebe samého. Ale ldska nejsou naucenad slova. Ldska
je ¢in. Laska nenf hra a pretvaika. L4ska je Zivot sdm. Ldaska m4 prdvo
bez obalu a jasné€ ukdzat na $patné véci. Bible m4 pro $patné véci jas-
nd pojmenovani: hi‘ich, hi'i$nik. JeZi§ nazyva Petra satanem tam, kde
Petr ki'izi Bozi plany. Na druhé strané Bible jednoznac¢né, bez pochyb
vyzdvihuje to, co je dobré. A tak o lidech mluvi jako o milovanych,
zachranénych, nalezenych, o BoZich détech, ptatelich, bratrech a sest-
rach — mluvi se o rodiné viry, kde se miluje a d4vd druhému prednost.
Tak se vyjadiuje pravé 10. vers. Laska Ine vzdycky k dobrému, zatimco
zlo od sebe odstrkuje. V tom smyslu je dnes nutné pieprogramovat
lidska srdce — smérem k lasce.

Jeden z biblickych preklad(i parafrazuje dnesni text a fikd. Opravdové-
mu ki'estanstvi nevadi hrat druhé housle. A ja doddm. I druhé housle
maji svij part a musi hrat éisté.

Pane Jezisi, u¢ nds pokote a opravdovosti praveé v lasce. Amen.

Petr Peridz / Vysoké Myto




FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12

Romans 12:9-10

I'm standing and waiting for the morning bus, along with many other
people. When the bus arrives, chaos breaks out. Everyone is trying to get
in though one door, and it looks like people are fighting for their lives to
get on. When we were in Scotland with my family, everyone would line
up in a queue — disciplined and polite. Americans solved the problem
differently: everyone has their own car. Although, not exactly. I remem-
ber on one occasion when I had a rental car in the States, [ was driving
through a big city and as a tourist, I was quite slow. The driver behind
me started honking and then passed me. [ saw a beautiful driver in a
beautiful big car showing me a not-so-beautiful symbol through the win-
dow. Is it possible that in the modern world, where we have everything,
evil becomes so attractive that people embrace its ways as an option?

In the church, we are all polite. We don’t push our way through the
doors; we let others go first. We fill the pews in an orderly way, starting
from the back. After all, the last shall be first. And we all know what love
is — you shall love your neighbour as yourself. But love isn't just learned
words. Love is an act. Love is not a game or pretence. Love is life itself.
Love has the right to clearly and directly point out bad things. The Bible
has clear names for bad things: sin and sinner, and it speaks about it
plainly. Jesus calls Peter “Satan” when Peter thwarts God’s plans. On
the other hand, the Bible clearly and unambiguously emphasizes what
is good. It speaks of people as beloved, saved, found, God’s children,
friends, brothers, and sisters — it speaks of a family of faith where people
love and give priority to one another. This is what verse 10 expresses.
Love always clings to what is good, while evil pushes it away. In this
sense, it is necessary today to reprogram human hearts—toward love
and love only.

One of the biblical translations paraphrases today’s text and says: “True
Christianity doesn’t mind playing second fiddle.” And I would add: “Even
the second fiddle has its own score and must play in tune.”

Lord Jesus, teach us humility and sincerity in love. Amen.

Petr Peridz / Vysoké Myto




SOBOTA 13. PROSINCE

1K13, 4-8

Tento zndamy text, ktery néktefi oznacuji za bdseri, se ¢asto — nepie-
kvapivé — ¢te na svatbach. Myslim, Ze v obdobi adventu je tfeba mit na
paméti kontext téchto versi, kdyZ uvazujeme o tom, jakym zptisobem
se vztahuji k naSemu dne$nimu zZivotu, ktery Zijeme jako jedinci

i v ramci na$i cirkevni komunity.

Uryvek pochdzi z jednoho z n&kolika dopisti, které apostol Pavel
napsal spoleCenstvi, jeZ zaloZil v Korintu. Tento konkrétni dopis Pavel
napsal proto, Ze se k nému doneslo, jakym problém@m nové zalozené
spolecenstvi Celi. Potykalo se s mnozZstvim riznych presvédcent,

s osobnimi spory mezi jednotlivymi ¢leny, existovaly tu praktiky, které
byly Pavlovi odporné, napiiklad uctivani osobnosti, a mnohé dals{
problémy. Zd4 se vam to povédomé?

Kdyz pfemyslime o ldsce, ¢asto nds napadne ldska romantickd. Pavel
tu hovotil k jednotlivetim a ke ¢lentm cirkevniho spoledenstvi o tom,
jak ldaska, kterou zil Pan Jezi$, davd smysl veSkerému ki'estanskému
jednani. I kdyz délame ,, dobré véci®, bez této lasky nebudeme skutec-
né konat dobro. Nastavuje pro nase jednani opravdu vysokou latku.

Casto piemyslim o noci pred posledni ve&eii, kdy JeZ{§ umyl nohy
svym uéednikéim — VSEM — dokonce i JiddSovi a Petrovi, o kterych
védél, Ze ho zradi. Tento druh l1dsky je na trovni, kterd presahuje
vyznam slova ,ldska® jak jej béZné chapeme.

Pojdme si tento text proc¢ist pomalu, fddek po fadku. Zamysleme se
nad tim, jak vaimadme uvedené vlastnosti v Zivoté Pdna JeziSe, a jak je
prozivdme sami ve svém, jakoZto kiestané, kterymi doufdme byt.

Pane Jezisi, dej nam, prosime, chdpat, Ze laska, tak, jak je popsana
v téchto versich, je odpovédi na mnohé problémy v nasi cirkviiv
nasich Zivotech. Dej ndm, prosime, pochopit, co znamen4, Ze ,ldska

or 14 N . Cee 1 « .
vydrzi, laska véii, ldska md nadéji, 1aska vytrvd“, abychom byli obnove-
ni skrze Krista, naseho P4na. Amen.

Joan Murdoch | Sewickly, Pennsylvania, USA




SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13

| Corinthians 13:4-8

This familiar passage, some refer to it as a poem, is often read at
weddings for obvious reasons. I think that during the Advent season
it is important to remember the context of these verses as we ponder
how these words apply to our lives today as individuals and within our
church community.

These verses are taken out of one of several letters the apostle Paul
wrote to the church he founded in Corinth. This particular letter was
sent because Paul had been told of many troubles within the new
church and he wanted to address these issues. There were a variety
of beliefs, conflict between members, practices that were abhorrent to
Paul, personality worship, and other problems. Sound familiar??

When we think of “love” we often think of romantic love. aul was
talking here to individuals and members of the church community
about how the kind of love Jesus lived gives meaning to all other
Christian behavior. Even when doing “good things,” without this
kind of love they won'’t really do good! He sets a very high bar for
our behavior!

I often think of the night before the last supper when Jesus washed
the feet of his disciples — ALL of them — even Judas and Peter whom
he knew would betray him. This kind of love is on a level that defies
the word ‘love’ as we commonly think of it.

Let us read this passage slowly, one line at a time. Think about how
we see each of the qualities in the life of Jesus — and how we experi-
ence them in ourselves —-and as the Christian we hope to be.

Dear Jesus, help us to see that the LOVE you lived, as described in
these words, is the answer to many of the issues in our church and in
our own lives. Please help us to understand what it means that “love
bears all things, believes all things, love hopes all things and endures
all things” as we are being made “new” in Christ. Amen.

Joan Murdoch | Sewickly, Pennsylvania, USA




NEDELE 14. PROSINCE (TRETi ADVENTNI NEDELE)

Lk 1, 46-55

Mariina piseti — inspirativni Magnificat — piseil zbozné chvaly a po-
kory, je jednim z vrchold adventniho obdobi. Napliiuje nase srdce
radosti. Je v ni véak mnoho nuanci, které mazeme snadno piehléd-
nout. Marie naznaduje, Ze dobrd zprava o nadchdzejicim narozeni
naSeho Spasitele zméni svét. Soucasny fad véci bude radikdlné
otfesen a svét se obrati vzhiiru nohama. Bith nejen povysi svou po-
kornou sluzebnici, ale také ponizi mocné a pfinese dobré véci tém,
ktefi jsou v soucasné dobé na spodku spolec¢enského Zebricku.
Mariina piseni je poslem dobrych zprav a nadéje pro chudé. Neni
divu, Ze tento biblicky text je tistfednim bodem teologie osvobozeni
v Latinské Americe. Jde o silné proroctvi, které piedjimad JeZiSovo
uceni. Ve 25. kapitole MatousSova evangelia Jezi$ k4, Ze cokoliv
uéinime jednomu z nepatrnych bratf{, u¢inime Jemu. SlySime

v tom pravé Mariinu chvélu. Toto Magnificat ndm krdsné ukazuje,
ze JeZzis byl opravdu Mariin syn a Ze se od ni mnoho dobrého nau-
¢il. Méli bychom jeji slova pozorné vnimat — kazdé jednotlivé z nich
— ajednat v souladu s nimi.

Jim Anderson | Athens, Georgia, USA




SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14 (3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT)

Luke 1:46-55

The song of Mary, the inspiring Magnificat song of pious praise
and humility, is one of the highlights of the Advent season. It
makes our hearts soar with joy. But it is full of nuances that we can
too easily miss. Mary suggests that the good news of the upcoming
birth of our Savior is world changing. The current order of things
is about to be radically shaken up, and the world will be turned
upside down. Not only will God raise up his humble servant, but
he will humble the mighty and bring good things to those who are
currently on the bottom of the social hierarchy. It is a message of
good news and hope for the poor. No wonder that this scripture is
a centerpiece of liberation theology in Latin America. It is a power-
ful prophetic statement that foreshadows Jesus’ ministry. In Mat-
thew 25, Jesus proclaims that what we do for the least of these, we
do to him, echoing Mary’s message of praise. We can see from the
Magnificat that Jesus was very much Mary’s son and learned well
from his mother. We should pay careful attention to her words — all
of them — and respond accordingly.

Jim Anderson | Athens, Georgia, USA




PONDELI 15. PROSINCE

Mt 5, 43-45

Milovat své neptatele — dokdZeme si to predstavit? Je viibec mozné néco
takového brat vazné€? Jak by mohla matka milovat vojdka, ktery zavrazdil
jeji dit€? Mohou snad ti, kdo pieZili holokaust, milovat své tryznitele? To je
preci absurdni!

Pojdme se zamyslet nad ldskou. Co to vlastné je? Snad lasku povazujeme za
emoci. Existuje ale i jiny thel pohledu: ldska nenf jen cit. Je to ¢in, je to otdzka
viile. Dobrym pfikladem je Milosrdny Samaritan.

Ti, ktef'i museli snédset zlo od ostatnich, nékdy projevuji vice laskavosti nez
ti, ktefi tuto zkuSenost nemaji. Setkal jsem se s jednou ddmou, kterd piezila
koncentraéni tdbor. I pies své otfesné zkusenosti nikdy netekla, Zze nendvid{
ty, kteff ji mucdili.

Viktor Fischl, ¢esko-Zidovsky spisovatel, napsal romdn s ndzvem Piseni o litos-
ti. Rikd zde: , K vrahtim maiZeme citit litost. Litost, ne nendvist.”

Litost je také emoce. Davd ndm moznost prozit trapeni nasich neptdtel a prat
jim pokdni, zménu mysleni. A také BoZ{ soucit a spaseni. Biih totiz chce, aby
vsichni lidé byli spaseni (1 Tm 2,4).

Jedinym divodem, pro¢ bychom méli milovat své neprétele, je pravd Boz{
ldska. On miluje kazdého z nds, dobré i zIé. Jezi$ to doklddd krasnym podo-
benstvim: sluneéni svit a dést nejsou jen pro dobré a Cestné lidi. Snédseji se i
na zahrady té€ch nespravedlivych. I jim se dostdvd BoZiho poZehndni.

Milovat své nepidtele mize znamenat, Ze jim piejeme spdsu.
Bozi syn ptiSel na tento svét — pro nds pro v§echny. Pro dobré a spravedlivé,
stejné jako pro zlé. Takové je jeho rozhodnuti; lidskd nendvist tak mize byt

navzdy odstranéna.

Je to dlouhd cesta — milovat své nepfétele je pro nds stdle té€Zké. Mdme ale
takovou moznost.

Pane, pfiznavame, Ze jsme vétSinou schopni ddvat ldsku pouze tém, ktefi
ji ddvaji nam. Prosime, dej, abychom dokazali pochopit Tvoji 1dsku — vets{

a hlubsi.

Jan Luk4s | Olomouc, CR




MONDAY, DECEMBER 15

Matthew 5:43-45

Loving our enemies, can we imagine that? Is it even possible to take it serious-
ly? How could a mother love the soldier who had murdered her child? Could
those who survived the holocaust love their tormentors? That is simply absurd!

Let us think about love. What is love, actually? Perhaps we sometimes consider
it to be an emotion. There is also another point of view: love is not mere emo-
tion; love is an act of will. Love is a deed. A good example of love is the Good
Samaritan.

Those who have had to endure evil from others sometimes show more kind-
ness than those who have not. I met a lady who survived a concentration camp.
Despite her horrible experience, she never said she hated those who had
tortured her.

Viktor Fischl, a Czech-Jewish writer, wrote a novel called the “Song of pity”.
He says: What we can feel toward murderers is pity. Pity, not hatred.

Pity is also an emotion. It is a way of feeling your enemies’ sorrow, wishing
them a change of mind, and repentance. And also God’s compassion and His
salvation, because he wants all people to be saved (1 Timothy 2:4).

The only reason why we should love our enemies is the true love of God. He
loves us all, the good and the bad. Jesus demonstrates this though a beautiful
parable: the sun and the rain is not only for good and honest people, it also falls
on the gardens of the evildoers. Even they receive God’s blessing.

Loving our enemies could mean wishing them salvation.
God’s Son came to our world — for all. For the good and the righteous, as
well as for the bad. This is his decision: human hatred could thus be

removed forever.

WEe are on a journey. It is still difficult for us to love our enemies. Yet, it is
a possibility.

Lord, we confess that we are usually only capable of loving those who love us
back. Please help us to understand your love — a bigger and deeper kind.

Jan Lukds | Olomouc, CZ




UTERY 16. PROSINCE

Ga 5, 22-23

KdyZ jsem byla na zdkladni Skole, méla jsem jednu ucitelku, které
se prakticky nedalo vyhovét. Nikdy Zdkam nesdélila, jaké chovani
nebo vysledky od nich oc¢ekdva. Nékteré chvalila, Ze jsou ,,hodni,
na jiné se mracila a fikala jim, Ze maji ,,nedostatky”. KdyZ jsem
vyristala, nékdy jsem tuto nejistotu pocitovala i ve své vite. Snazi-
la jsem se byt hodn4, ale kdykoli jsem zhieSila nebo méla Spatné
pocity, fikala jsem si, Ze se na mé Bah urdité mraci. Pamatuji si,
jakou tlevu jsem pocitila, kdyZ jsem se dozvédéla o ovoci Ducha.
Dava mi to moznost vnimat sebe samu, uvédomit si, jakym zpa-
sobem o: ve svém Zivoté pecuji o ldsku, radost, pokoj, trpélivost,
laskavost, dobrotu, vérnost, mirnost a sebeovladani. Umoziiuje
mi to takeé citit se sebejisté, kdyz sleduji rizné viidce, vztahy, nebo
cirkevni skupiny, u nichz se tyto dary projevuji — chdpu ted, Ze tu
muizeme nalézat zdravou ldasku.

Valerie Frey Stone | Athens, Georgia, USA




TUESDAY, DECEMBER 16

Galations 5:22-23

When [ was in elementary school, one of the teachers was hard to
please. She never told the students what behaviors or outcomes
she was looking for. Instead, she simply praised some students as
“good” while others earned a frown and were told they were “lack-
ing” When I was growing up, sometimes I felt this unsurety within
my faith as well. I tried hard to be good, but whenever I sinned

or my feelings weren'’t nice, I felt God must be frowning on me. I
remember my relief upon learning about the Fruit of the Spirit. It
gives me a way to check in with myself, to take stock of how I'm
nurturing love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithful-
ness, gentleness, and self-control in my life. It also gives me a way
to feel confident about leaders, relationships, or church groups
when [ see these spiritual gifts reflected in them, helping me know
there is healthy love there.

Valerie Frey Stone | Athens, Georgia, USA




STREDA 17. PROSINCE

Ef 4,15

Maly kluc¢ina na malém meésté se tolik téSil, Ze si zahraje pastyie ve
vanoc¢ni divadelni hi‘e — dokud mu otec po piedstaveni nefekl, co
vSechno udélal Spatné. Snad i ikal pravdu, ale netikal ji s 14skou.
Vsichni zname lidi, ktet{ pouzivaji pravdu jako zbrari, kterd ma
zranit nebo ponizit druhé. Jako déti Kristovy mdme byt pravdivi,
ale zptsobem, ktery buduje, nikoli ni¢i. Proto ndm apos$tol Pavel
pripoming, Ze kdyZ rosteme v Kristu, musime vzdy mluvit pravdu
naplnénou ldskou. Duchovni riist neznamend jen ziskdvani znalos-
ti. Znamena to, Ze se snazime byt vic jako Pdn JeZis. KdyZ mluvime
pravdu v ldsce, odrdzime tak Krista — toho, ktery se nikdy nezpro-
nevéfil pravdé, ale vzdy ztélestioval dokonalou ldsku.

Zamysleni

« Odr4zi moje slova pravdu i 14sku, nebo mam tendenci upifednost-
fiovat jedno pied druhym?

- Jak mé Pan povoldva k duchovnimu riistu tim, Ze vyvazuji upiim-
nost soucitem?

Modlitba

Pane Jezisi, v Tobé je milosrdenstvi i pravda. Nau¢ mé mluvit slovy,
ktera odrazeji tvé srdce — slovy, kterd jsou upfimnd, ale zaroveri
laskavd, pevnd, ale zaroven milujici. Pouzij mj hlas k povzbuzeni
druhych, abychom spole¢né mohli rist ke Tvé podobnosti. Amen.

Dan Nadenicek | Athens, Georgia US




WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 17

Ephesians 4:15

The young boy had been so excited to play a shepherd in a small-
town church’s Christmas pageant until his father told him every-
thing he did wrong afterwards. Perhaps the father spoke the truth,
but he surely didn’t speak it in love. We all know people who wield
the truth as weapon intended to wound or diminish others. But

as children of Christ, we are to be truthful but in a way that builds
up rather than tears down. That is why Paul reminds us that as

we mature in Christ, we must always speak the truth infused with
love. Growth in Christ is not simply about gaining knowledge—it
is about becoming more like Him. When we speak truth in love, we
reflect Jesus Himself—the One who never compromised truth yet
always embodied perfect love.

Reflection

« Do my words reflect both truth and love, or do I tend to lean
more toward one than the other?

- How is Christ calling me to grow in maturity by balancing
honesty with compassion?

Prayer

Lord Jesus, You are full of both grace and truth. Teach me to speak
words that reflect Your heart—words that are honest, yet gentle;
firm, yet loving. Use my voice to build others up so that together we
may grow into Your likeness. Amen.

Dan Nadenicek | Athens, Georgia US




CTVRTEK 18. PROSINCE

F2,1-4

,Budte stejné mysli,“ ,,poklddejte jeden druhého za prednéjsi nez
sebe,” ,kazdy at md na mysli to, co slouzi druhym, ne jen jemu.“

V nesprdvnych rukou by se tyto rady mohly stdt vskutku nebezped-
nymi ndstroji, které by mohly byt pouzity k uml¢eni nesouhlasu a
potlaceni odliSnych ndzort. Az ptili§ ¢asto slouzily nauky o jednoté
a pokore k uchovavani spole¢enskych hierarchii. Ti, ktefi méli na
spole¢enském Zebfi¢ku nizs$i autoritu (vzhledem ke svému pohlavi,
etnickému ptivodu, ekonomickému statusu nebo jinému ukazateli
identity) byli vychovédvani v tom, Ze mus{ pfijmout své spolec¢enské
misto a ,respektovat své nadfizené.“ V dobé rostouciho autori-
tarstvi musime byt obzvl4sté ostraziti a vSimat si, kdo tato slova
prondsi a za jakym dcelem.

A jaka je tedy ta ,stejnd mysl“, kterou bychom v souc¢asné dobé
meéli sdilet? Rozhodné nejde o fadni uniformitu, o tzkostlivé podlé-
zani lidem u moci nebo o to, Ze bychom se méli vyhybat jakémukoli
konfliktu. Ta ,stejnd mysl“ zde znamenad spi$ smysSleni, které ,,bylo
v Kristu Jezisi,“ jak Pavel uvddi v dal$im versi (Fp 2,5). Jednd se o
urcité nastaveni mysli, specificky druh jednoty. Jezi$v ,midset*
zpusobil, Ze se vzdal moci, aby Zil jako otrok a byl popraven jako
nepfitel fimské fiSe. Jednota, kterou bychom jako kiestané méli
sdilet, spociva spiSe ve sdileni tohoto spole¢ného cile pokory. Praveé
ta je ztélesnénim vlady naseho Pdna, ktery ,vladate svrhl s triinu a
ponizené povysil.“ (Lk 1,52)

V tomto adventnim ¢ase ocekdvame piichod toho, ktery se vzdal
moci a stal se jednim z téch nepatrnych, aby tito nepatrni byli povy-

Seni. Necht dokdzeme byt této stejné mysli.

Martha Moore-Keish | Decatur, Georgia, USA




THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18

Phillippians 2:1-4

“Be of the same mind.” “Regard others as better than yourselves.”
“Look not to your own interests.” These bits of advice, in the wrong
hands, could be dangerous tools indeed, used to silence disagree-
ment and suppress dissent. Too often, teachings about unity and
humility have functioned to preserve social hierarchies, teaching
those with less authority (because of gender, race, economic sta-
tus, or other identity marker) to accept their places and “respect
their betters.” In times of rising authoritarianism, we need to be
particularly vigilant about who is uttering these words, and for
what end.

What is the “same mind” that we should share, in these days? Not
bland uniformity. Not anxious acquiescence to people in power.
Not avoidance of all conflict. Rather, the “same mind” here is the
one that “was in Christ Jesus,” as Paul says in the next verse (Phil.
2:5). This is a specific kind of mindset, and a specific kind of unity.
The “mind” of Jesus describes one who gave up power, to live as
an enslaved person and be executed as an enemy of the Roman
empire. The unity we should share as Christians is more about
sharing this common purpose of humility, which is the embodi-
ment of the reign of God who “brought down the powerful from
their thrones and lifted up the lowly.” (Luke 1:52)

In this season of Advent, we await the coming of one who gave up
power and became one of the least of these, so that the least of

these might be exalted. May we share that same mind.

Martha Moore-Keish | Decatur, Georgia, USA




PATEK 19. PROSINCE

Ko 3, 12-14

Apostol Pavel pfipomind sboru v Kolosech, Ze lidé jsou Bohem
vyvoleni a milovani, dokonce tvrdi, Ze jsou svati. Mnohdy o sobé
pochybujeme a pod tihou Spatnych rozhodnuti, chyb a nedostatka
se utdpime v sebelitosti a myslime si, ze Bih uz piece nad ndmi
zlomil hil. A piece kazdého z nds si Biah vybral, aby ho miloval.
Udélal védomé rozhodnuti pro vSechny z nds. Dostali jsme poctu
byt v BoZim tymu, a proto si mdame také vzit na sebe kazdy sviij
dres. My si ted doslova mdme svléknout v§echno své Spinavé oble-
éeni a misto toho si obléknout Cisté, ve kterém budeme hrat v zdpa-
se, kterym je n4s Zivot. Piirovndni urcitych vlastnosti k obleceni

v tomto textu podle mé je zcela zamérnd, vzdyt ne nadarmo se k4,
ze ,Saty délaj ¢lovéka.” Ostatni lidé si jako prvni nejéastéji vS§im-
nou toho, co mame na sobé. Pavel ndm tedy fikd, abychom dali na
odiv své dobré stranky, aby si Slo vS§imnout, Ze jsme tu pro druhé,
abychom prokazovali laskavost. Zdroveil ale tu ma byt i skromnost
a pokora, tedy nic nema byt prili§ okdzalé, abychom to nepiehdnéli
s licenim a dalSimi tipravami svého zevnéjSku. Na naSem tymovém
dresu neni potfeba mit spoustu reklam a kiiklavych barev. Tak jak
pii zapase obléknutim dresu symbolicky deklarujeme souhlas

s pravidly daného sportu, tak s obléknutim BoZiho obleCeni mdame
odpoustét jeden druhému, a také piedevsim milovat. Odpusténi,

a hlavné ldska ma byt soucdsti nasi hry béhem celého zdpasu, od
prvni minuty aZ do zdvére¢ného hvizdnuti mdame projevovat lasku.
To neni jednoduché, kdyz ptijdou zranéni a fauly béhem hry, ale
odpousténi domnélych, ¢i skuteénych nepravosti mad také patfit

k nas$i hi‘e. Mdame totizZ jistotu, Ze zdpas naseho zivota piskd
opravdu spravedlivy rozhoddi.

Jan Dostil | Olomouc, CR




FRIDAY, DECEMBER 19

Colossians 3:12-14

Apostle Paul reminds the church in Colossae that people are cho-
sen are loved by God, he even claims that they are holy. We often
doubt ourselves and under the burden of bad decisions, mistakes
and shortcomings, we drown ourselves in self-pity and think that
God has given up on us. And yet, God has chosen to love each one
of us. He made a conscious choice for all of us. We were given the
honour of being on God’s team, and therefore we must also put

on our jerseys. We must now literally take off all our dirty clothes
and instead put on clean ones in which we will play the game that
is our life. I believe that the comparison of certain characteristics
to clothing in this text is entirely intentional, for it is not without
reason that they say, “clothes make the man.” The first thing other
people usually notice is what we are wearing. Paul tells us to show
off our good qualities so that others can see that we are there for
them, to show kindness. At the same time, however, there should
also be modesty and humility, so nothing is too ostentatious. Don’t
overdo your makeup and other alterations to your appearance.
There is no need to have a lot of advertising and flashy colours on
our team’s jersey. Just as we symbolically declare our agreement
with the rules of a given sport by putting on a jersey during a game,
S0, too, by putting on God’s clothing, we are to forgive one another
and, above all, to love one another. Forgiveness and especially love
should be part of our game during the whole match, from the first
minute to the final whistle. That is not easy when we are faced
with injuries and fouls, but forgiveness of both supposed and real
wrongdoings should also belong to our game. We can be sure that
the match of our lives is being refereed by a genuinely fair referee.

Jan Dostal | Olomouc, Czech Republic




SOBOTA 20. PROSINCE

Jk 3,17-18

Jak pozndme, Ze jedndme moudie? Podle mnozZstvi védomosti,
které mame? Podle schopnosti brilantné argumentovat a zvité-

zit v debaté&? Apostol Jakub ukazuje jinou cestu. Pravd moudrost
se neprojevuje nadvlddou nad druhymi, ale ochotou naslouchat.
Neusiluje o vitézstvi, nybrz o porozuméni. Divd se na svét o¢ima
milosrdenstvi. Takovd moudrost neni hluénd ani bojovnd — prindsi
pokoj. Neprosazuje se silou, ale pravdivosti.

Jezis je jejim dokonalym
ztélesnénim: jeho slo-
va byla pravdivd a jeho ‘
srdce naplnéné soucitem. |
Vnasel pokoj i tam, kde
byl odmitdn. Nesl ovoce
spravedlnosti — ldsku,
kterd méni svét.

Takovd moudrost nen{
vysledkem vzdélani ani
dlouholetych zkusenosti.
Je to dar — dar shdry. Dostava se tém, kdo o ni prosi a nechévaji

se vést Duchem svatym. Tém, kdo dokdZou pi‘ekonat svou pychu a
priznat, Ze pfed Bohem nemaji zdsluhy, ale jen dluhy. Kdo piijmou,
ze museji spoléhat na jeho odpusténi. Kdo uznaji, Ze milosrdenstvi
a slitovani stoji vy$ nez lidsky rozum a pozndni.

Budme tedy lidmi, ktefi se nespokojuji jen s vlastni moudrosti, ale
nechdvaji se formovat moudrosti Bozi. Svét ji dnes zoufale potfebuje
— a Biih ji touzi dat kazdému, kdo o ni s pokornym srdcem prosi.

Renata Popelifovd | Letohrad, CR




SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20

James 3:17-18

How do we know that we are living wisely? Is it about how much
information we can gather? Or about the ability to argue so bril-
liantly that we win every debate? James points us to something
very different. True wisdom isn’t about having the upper hand — it’s
about being willing to listen. It doesn’t seek victory but understand-
ing. It looks at the world through the eyes of mercy. Such wisdom
isn't loud or combative — it brings peace. It doesn’t push its way
through by force but shines through in truth.

Jesus embodied this wis-
dom perfectly: His words
were true, and His heart
was full of compassion.
He brought peace even
when He was rejected.
He bore the fruit of righ-
teousness — love that has §
the power to change the
world.

This kind of wisdom doesn’t come from education or years of ex-
perience. It’s a gift — a gift from above. It's given to those who ask
and who allow themselves to be led by the Holy Spirit. To those
who can set aside their pride and admit that before God they have
no merits — only debts. To those who rely on His forgiveness. To
those who understand that mercy and compassion stand higher
than human reason or knowledge.

Let us therefore be people who don'’t rely only on our own wisdom
but allow ourselves to be shaped by God’s wisdom. Our world des-
perately needs this today — and God is eager to give it to anyone
who humbly asks.

Renata Popelidiovd | Letohrad, Czech Republic




NEDELE 21. PROSINCE (CTVRTA ADVENTNI NEDELE)

Mt 1, 20-23

Andél znamend Posel.

Andél P4né je nékdo, kdo je posldn, aby ti fekl: ,Neboj se!“
Andél je ten, kdo ti fekne: Neboj se pfijmout druhého.
Kdy?z ti tohle nékdo fekne, je to tviij andél.

Jméno Josef znamena Pridany.

Josef byl ptiddn k tomu déni, které se odehravalo bez né;j.
Josef tu ale zastupuje i nds,

ktefi se pifiddvdame k tomu piibéhu,

ktefi se stdvame souddsti JeziSova piibéhu.

Jméno Jezi§ znamena Hospodin vysvobozuje.

Af mu tedy taky umime d4t tohle jméno:

Af se ndm stane Immanuelem — tim, v kom je Bith s ndmi!

v v

Af se ndm stane JeziSem — tim, v kom nds Pan vysvobozuje!

Martin Hordk | Silavky (Brno), CR




SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21 (4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT)

Matthew 1:20-23

Angel means Messenger.

An angel of the Lord is someone

who is sent to tell you, “Do not be afraid!”

An angel is someone who tells you,

“Do not be afraid to accept others.”

When someone tells you this, they are your angel.

The name Joseph means Added.

Joseph was added to the events that took place without him.
But Joseph also represents us,

who are added to the story,

who become part of Jesus’ story.

The name Jesus means The Lord saves.

May we too give this child this name:

May he become Immanuel for us — the one in whom God is with us!
May he become Jesus for us — the one in whom the Lord saves us!

Martin Hordk | Silavky (Brno), Czech Republic)




PONDELI 22. PROSINCE

R5,5-8
,,Ciny mluvi hlasitéji nez slova“

,Ciny mluvi hlasit&ji nez slova.“ Re¢ neni pouze verbdlni. MiiZe byt vyjadfena také iny,
napiiklad znakovou fedf nebo feéi téla. V epistole Rimantim &teme, e Biih prokazuje svou
lasku k ndm. KdyZ jsme jesté byli hii$ni, Kristus za nds zemfel. Tento biblicky text by snad
1épe pasoval k postnimu obdobi nez do adventu. Kristovo narozeni by ale nemélo tak zdsad-
ni vyznam nebyt Velikonoc. Tyto dvé udélosti jsou neoddélitelné.

Poezie je jednou z podob jazyka. Tato béseil, kterou napsala moje matka, poukazuje na sou-
vislost mezi Vdnocemi a Velikonocemi a parafrdzuje 8. vers z 5. kapitoly Epistoly Rimantm
jako reakci ¢lovéka na Bozi dar.

Vyznam, Mary Ann Smith
Rik4s, e se narodil chlapegek? ... téch se rodi spousty.
A lidé ptichdzeli zdaleka, aby se podivali, jak détdtko spinka?
Museli byt hodné zvédavi ... nékteri lidé uz takovi jsou.
Rik4s, e jeho rodina musela uprchnout pred krvavym me&em Zdrlivosti.
Tak maly, a uz uprchlikem ... téch je bohuzel také dost.
Rik4s, 7e se naudil pracovat se dfevem? ... 7To by méla vétsina klukd.
Sam musel hiich pfemédhat a pokus$eni odolat? ... No, to pi‘ece musime vsichni.
Nad pokus$enim zvitézil a zlo uz navzdy porazil? ... KéZ bych to dokdzala i jd.
Byl pry poslem dobrych zprav, kdo diiv byl ztracen, ten byl zdrav. ... Madm toho ¢lovéka rdda.
A pak, 1{kds, vSechno to dobro narusilo staré poiddky
V nichZ moc ma dlouhé paraty?
Tak uz to chodi. To, co je spravné, je potlaceno a rozdrceno tim, co se jevi jako silné.

PROC TO TAK JE?
A nakonec ho zvabili? ... Umiraji mnozi. 5
Coze to ikas? Ze zemiel pro mé&? .. Ale PROC?

Pro¢ by mu mélo zélezet zrovna na mé? Jak o mé mohl védét? Jd tam nebyla.
Jak mohl védét o vsem, co mé tiZi, a cestu ukdzat mi, kdyz visel na tom kiiZi?
Vzal na sebe mé sobectvi i pychu, jeho télo neslo tthu mého hiichu.

A pry Ze Zije! ... Jakje to moZné? ... Opravdu ho vidéli u Galileje?

Rik4s, e na mé nezapomnél? ... anina mé?

Takovy je tedy vyznam vdnoéni radosti! ... proto zpivime chvalozpévy ... a opakujeme veliko-
no¢ni Haleluja ... a posildme si vdno¢ni pfanicka ... a myslime na sebe navzdjem jesté o néco
vic nez obvykle!

Pojdme se ted v radost odit:
vi§, co se dnes mize zrodit?
Pokoj v dusi, radost, nadéje
ldsku k nejnepatnéjsSim zaseje.
V tom spocivd jaddro Vanoc!

Linda Smith | Cumberland, Maryland, USA




MONDAY, DECEMBER 22

Galatians 5:22-24
“Actions speak louder than words.”

“Actions speaker louder than words.” Language isn't only verbal. It can be an action, such as
sign language or body language. Romans 5:5-8 says that God demonstrated His own love for
us. While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. This Bible passage seems to fit a Lenten
devotion better than an Advent one. However, Christ’s birth would not be as important if
Easter hadn’t happened. The two events are inseparable.

Poetry is another form of language. This poem, written by my mother, points out the connec-
tion between Christmas and Easter, and rephrases Romans 5:8 as a person’s reaction to
God’s gift.

The Meaning, by Mary Ann Smith
You say a baby boy was born? ... many are.
And people came from miles around to see this baby bedded down?
How curious they must have been ... some people are.
You say his family had to flee the bloody sword of jealousy.
So young to be a refugee ... but, many are.
You say he learned to work with wood? ... Well, most boys should.
You say he fought alone with sin and heard temptation from within? ... Hmm, don’t we all.
But then, you say he “won the game” and put temptation’s power to shame? ... Iwish I could.
You tell me that he taught good news and healed the broken and confused. ... [Ilike that man.
But then, you say that all this good disturbed the vested brotherhood

of power, position, greed, control?
That's how it goes. What's right is wronged, crushed by the heel of what seems strong.

WHY IS THIS SO?

And so, you say they took his life? ... Many die.
What's that you say — he died for me? ... But WHY?
Who am I that he should care? How did he know? [ wasn't there.
How would he know I feel so lost, when he pointed the way from the top of a cross?
Why would he take my selfish pride into his hands and feet and side?
You say he's living! ... How can that be? ... They really saw him by Galilee?
You say he hasn't forgotten me? ... even me?

So THIS is the meaning of Christmas Joy!! ... and why we sing Glory songs ... and echo
Easter Alleluias ... and send Christmas love letters ... and think of each other a little more
than usual!!

Now I know what there is to say,

Do you want to know what can be born today?
Hope and Joy, a new kind of Peace

And a Love that includes the very least.

I mean to tell you ... THAT’S Christmas!

Linda Smith | Cumberland, Maryland, USA




CTVRTEK 23. PROSINCE

1z9,2,6-7
Z TEMNOTY...VYSLA

NADEJE!
Vyjimecéné novorozendtko!
Rozjasnéme temné dny, sdilejme radost!!!

MOUDROST
Moudrost, dobré rada ...
Budme silni! Jednejme moudte, vedme dialog!

POKOJ
Spravedlnost a pravo...
Pozvéte vSecky ke stolu! Bézte a sluzte!

LASKA
Bezpodmineéna a svobodné dana.
Jednejme! Budme oporou svym bliznim! Budme laskavi!

SLAVME
NAROZENI SPASITELE...
Zpivejme spole¢né zvuénym hlasem!
Uzasny radce.
Mocny Blih.
Véény Otec.
KniZze pokoje.
NA VEKY VEKU!

Betty McGinnis | Annapolis, Maryland, USA




CTVRTEK 23. PROSINCE

Isaiah 9:2, 6-7
OUT OF DARKNESS...CAME

HOPE!!
A special Newborn Child!
Brighten dark days! Share joy!!!

COUNSEL
Wisdom, advice ...
Use strength! Put wisdom into practice! Dialogue!

PEACE
Righteousness and Justice...
Invite all to the table! Go and serve!

LOVE
Unconditional and freely given.
Act! Support neighbors! Show kindness!

CELEBRATE
The SAVIOUR’S BIRTH...
Sing together with energy!
Wonderful Counselor.
Mighty God.
Everlasting Father
Prince of Peace.
FOREVER and EVER!

Betty McGinnis
Annapolis, MD




STREDA 24. PROSINCE (STEDRY DEN)

Lk 2,10-11

Ticho noci. Je slySet jen lehky vétiik.
Pastyti pod Sirym nebem. Obyc¢ejny den
— a ptece den, ktery zménil cely svét.
Bih prichézi. Je tady! Ne jako mocny
krdl s mecem, ale jako dité. Nenarodi
se do paldce, ale do oby¢ejného chléva.
Ne mezi elitu, ale k tém nejprost$im.

Andél tika: ,Nebojte se.” Kolikrat jsme
tato slova potiebovali slySet — ve chvi-
lich nejistoty, iinavy, zklamdni nebo strachu z budoucnosti. VAnoce ndm pfipomi-
naji, ze Bih neni vzdéleny. On pfichdzi pravé tam, kam se ¢asto bojime pustit i my
sami. Do nasich obav, bolesti a prazdnych mist. Ale nepfichdzi s vyc¢itkou, nebojte
se! Prichazi, aby vSechno proménil v radost. A ta radost neni jen pro nékoho. Neni
pro vybrané, silné, pro ,dost dobré“. Je pro vSechen lid. Pro v§echny z nds. Pro
tebe!

Dnes slavime narozeni Spasitele. Neni to jen postava z ddvné historie, ale Ten,
kdo dnes miize byt nasim Zachrdancem. Ptichdzi jako svétlo do tmy, jako nadé&je
pro ztracené, jako ldska, kterd nepomidji.

V dAli slySime znit piseil, kterou zpiva sbor ,Sldva na vysostech Bohu.. a na zemi
pokoj lidem!* Zvonky zni ve vdé&nosti, varhany svymi akordy a virtuéznimi prvky
rozezni slavnostni preludium a radost napliiuje nase srdce. Radost, ktera se nebo-

ji bolesti. Radost, kterd vi, Ze tma uZ nema posledni slovo. Radost, ktera zat{ i ve
tmé. UZ se nemusi$ bat.

Biih prichdzi. Je tady. A jméno toho ditéte je: Spasitel. Kristus. Pan.

cink.. cink..

Slavme a radujme se v tento den,

Modlitba:

Pane Jezisi, dékuji Ti, Ze jsi ptiSel — ne s vycitkou, ale se zdchranou. Dékuji, Ze ses
stal ¢lovékem, abys byl blizko mné. Dej, af se v mém srdci opravdu narodis. Dej
mi radost, kterou svét vzit nemiize. A pomoz mi byt svétlem pro druhé. Amen.

PS: Z malebné zasnézené vesnicky zdravi Zvonky Dobré zpravy.

Emilie Addmkovd | Katefinice, CR




WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24 (CHRISTMAS EVE)

Luke 2:10-11

The silence of the night. The only thing
you can hear is a light breeze. Some
shepherds under the open sky. Just a -
regular day — and yet a day that changed [l
the whole world. God is coming. He is =~ s

here! Not as a mighty king with a sword, | = {’(’ (\(? (!Q f
but as a child. He is not born in a place,
but in a stable. Not among the elite, but
among the simplest of people.

A V7 Ty A h@@,

The angel says: “Do not be afraid.” How many times have we needed to hear these
words - in moments of uncertainty, fatigue, disappointment, or fear of the future.
Christmas reminds us that God is not distant. Where we are afraid to venture out
on our own, that is where He is present. He comes into our fears, our pains, our
empty spaces — but not with reproach. He comes to transform everything into joy.
And this joy is not only meant for selected individuals, the strong ones, the ones
who are “good enough”. It is for everybody. For all of us. For you!

Today, we celebrate the birth of our Saviour. He is not just a figure form ancient
history. He is the One who can be our Saviour today. He comes as light into dark-
ness, hope for the lost, love that never fails.

In the distance, we can hear the choir singing “Glory to God in the highest, and
on earth peace to the people!” Bells ring in gratitude, organs play their chords and
virtuoso elements, and a festive prelude fills our hearts with joy — a joy that is not
afraid of pain. A joy that knows darkness no longer has the final say. A joy that
shines even in the darkness. You no longer need to be afraid.

God is coming. He is here. And the name of the child is: Savior. Christ. Lord.
Jingle... jingle...

Let us celebrate and rejoice on this day!

Prayer:

Lord Jesus, thank you for coming — not with reproach, but with salvation. Thank
you for becoming human so that you could be close to me. I pray that you would
truly be born in my heart. I ask for the joy that the world cannot take from me.
And I pray, let me be the light for others. Amen.

PS: Greeting from the Good News Bells in this picturesque snow-covered village!

Emilie Addmkov4 | Katefinice, CR




CTVRTEK 25. PROSINCE (BOZi HOD VANOCNI)

J1,1-5,14

Dokud slovo nezazni, miZzeme mit razné piedstavy o tom, co by mélo byt feceno.
Dokud nedojde k ¢inu, nevime, co mazeme ¢ekat. Dokud se idea, postoj, vztah
nestanou skute¢nosti, stéZ{ mizeme posoudit jejich vdhu.

Narodil se Jezi$. Bth promluvil a ptikrocil k ¢inu. Jezi$ je zt€lesnénym Bozim slo-
vem. SlySeli jsme ho, vidéli jsme ho, zazili jsme ho. Ac¢koli je tu stdle prostor pro
rtzné pohledy a interpretace, uzZ je ten prostor mnohem mensi, nez dokud tohle
slovo vyi‘¢eno nebylo. Poté, co se slovo zhmotnilo, je jasnéjsi, co je Zivot a svétlo,
které od pocatku ozivuji a prosvétluji Bozi svét.

Ze se slovo stalo skuteénosti, je radostnou udalosti. Kone¢né! Vidéli jsme jeho
sldavu. Ov§em, evangelium Janovo mezi vSemi evangelii nejvyraznéji tu slavu slova

vidi ztélesnénou na Kristové kiizi. UktiZovany Bozi Syn je slovem plnym milosti a
pravdy. Co to znamena?

Vyznamy slova budeme dédle odkryvat, objevovat. Bozi zhmotnélé slovo k ndm
bude vzdy nové promlouvat. Ale zaroveii je jasné&jsi, Ze od ného nelze ¢ekat cokoli.
Tim slovem je milost a pravda. Budeme nachdzet nové podoby milosti a pravda se
ndm bude vzdy nové odkryvat. Ale bude to potfdd jen milost a pravda. Nikdy to ne-
bude hruba sila. Ani hruba sila duchovni ¢i cirkevni autority. Nikdy to nebude de-
magogie, polopravda ohyband v né¢im zdjmu. Nikdy to nebude Deus ex machina,
Biih tahajici za dratky. Nikdy to nebude Bih, kterému by nezdlezelo na kazdém

jednotlivém ¢lovékuy, jehoz srdce chce pravé svou milosti a pravdou oslovit.

Slovo Bozi se stalo ¢lovékem. Slovo se stalo skuteénosti v ¢lovéku plném milosti
a pravdy. Jako vSechno lidské je i toto slovo zranitelné, vystavené nepochopenti,
nezdjmu ¢i pohrddni. Taji se ndm dech nad Bozi odvahou takto promluvit. Timto

zptsobem, v podobé ¢lovéka JeziSe vstoupit do naseho svéta. Odhalit se. Vystavit
se prostiedi, kde spiSe vitézi nelitostnd bezohlednost a lez.

Jakou $anci ma milost a pravda? Asi jako dité ve svété dospélych... Bude mit zté-
lesnéné a uktizované BoZi slovo, plné milosti a pravdy, slovo posledni?

Pavel Pokorny | Praha, CR




THURSDAY, DECEMBER 25 (CHRISTMAS DAY)

John 1:1-5, 14

Until the word is spoken, we may have varying ideas of what should be said. Until
action is taken, we don’t know what to expect. Until an idea, an attitude, or a rela-
tionship becomes reality, we can hardly assess its significance.

Jesus was born. God spoke and took action. Jesus is the incarnation of God’s
word. We heard him, we saw him, we experienced him. Although there is still
room for different views and interpretations, this room is much smaller than it
was before this word had been spoken. Once the word became flesh, it became
much clearer what life is and what light is, enlivening and illuminating God’s
world.

The fact that the word became reality is a joyful event. Finally! We have seen His
glory. Among all the Gospels, the Gospel of John sees the glory of the word most
clearly embodied in Christ’s cross. The crucified Son of God is the word, full of
grace and truth. What does that mean?

We will keep uncovering and discovering new meanings of the word. God’s incar-
nate word will always speak to us in new ways. At the same time, however, it has
become clearer that we cannot just expect anything from it. The word is grace
and truth. We will find new forms of grace, and truth will always be revealed to us
anew. But it will always be only grace and only truth. It will never be brute force.
Nor will it be the brute force of spiritual or ecclesiastical authority. It will never be
demagogy, or a half-truth bent to suit somebody'’s interests. It will never be Deus
ex machina, God pulling the strings. It will never be a God who does not care
about each individual person whose heart he wants to touch with his grace and
truth.

God’s word became flesh. The Word became reality in a man full of grace and
truth. Like everything human, this word is vulnerable, exposed to misunderstand-
ing, indifference, or contempt. We are awestruck by God’s courage to speak in this
way. To enter our world in this way, in the form of a man, Jesus. To reveal himself.
To expose himself to an environment where ruthless indifference and lies tend to
prevail.

What chances do mercy and truth have? Probably the same as a child in the world
of adults... Will the incarnate and crucified Word of God, full of grace and truth,

have the last word?

Pavel Pokorny | Prague, Czech Republic
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Our back cover, like our front cover, shows an image where the
language of love needs no words. This shepherd loves his flock, with
or without words, and the flock is better for that. The “language”

is that of constant care and attention, concern for welfare, and the
unspoken knowledge that shepherd and sheep are safe. Even the
mountains and clouds echo the timeless love we all feel.






